
21.  Housing Cooperative. also provide an opportunity for members to set up local 
shops.  You need to have rules about what businesses you will allow in your Housing 
Cooperative and where they can be built.  You may decide not to allow a tavern in 
your Housing Cooperative because it makes to much noise late at night. 

22.  Housing cooperatives are not just interested in the houses, they also look at 
how community facilities, like schools, clinics and sports fields can be built in the 
community.  

Well done 
Thandi, here is 
your attendance 
certificate. 
 

I would like to thank 
the Makukhanye 
Housing Cooperative 
for organising this 
training course on 
nutrition and child 
health care. 

23.  You have solved your housing problem by working together, you can also come 
together to solve many other problems.  You can start a pre-school together, you can 
get discounts or you could organise a lift scheme.  It is up to you. 
 

Okay, 
welcome.  
Let me show 
you around. 
 

Hello Nokwanda, I have just 
moved into the Housing 
Cooperative across the 
street. I would like my son to 
come to your creche. 

Prepared by  Afesis-
Corplan 
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17.  Play equipment can be provided for the children so that they can play safely 
within the housing cooperative. 

18.   The Housing Cooperative is like an extended family where the old people 
can look after the children and also help in the cooperative.  People can set up 
special committees to deal with special interest (like the old people making 
baskets out of recycled plastics). 

Madala why 
have stopped 
digging. 

This ground is too 
hard, we must ask 
some of the 
youngsters to come 
and help. 

19.  The H. C. can encourage its members to do things to improve the 
environment like collect and use rainwater for growing vegetables.  Your Housing 
Cooperative can also collect the rubbish in separate containers and recycle it  (or 
use again).  

20.  Housing Cooperative are places for people.  Cars must drive slowly because 
there are lots of children and people around. 
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13.  All the members of the Housing Cooperative also have to look after the 
common space.  You may have to volunteer to help fix the common space. 

You know Dlamini, it 
goes much quicker if 
we all work together. 
 

Yes, and 
then we can 
start our 
Housing 
Cooperative 
party 
sooner. 
 

14.  Each member can decide how  they want to make their house bigger or 
better.  The member must get permission from the Housing Cooperative. before 
s/he builds anything new.  

La, la, la 

15.  You will have to pay money every month to the Housing Cooperative. so that it can 
pay the municipality for rates and other things. 
  

I need to withdraw 
money to pay for the 
monthly fees in my 
Housing Cooperative.   

Mommy, can we 
stop at the 
cooperative shop 
on the way home 
for some sweets. 

16.  Housing cooperatives are not just about houses.  They are also about the 
friendships that develop between the people who live in the houses.  The 
common space can be used by young people to meet and play.   

Don’t repeat 
this but then 
my boyfriend 
said … 
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9.  Each Housing Cooperative can decide how they want to build their houses.  
You can negotiate with builders to get the best price.  You may decide not to 
employ a builder at all and build the houses yourself.  

I will come to your office on 
Monday to collect the tender 
document for Makukhanye 
Housing Cooperative. 

Thanks Mr. Zizi, we looked at 
the houses you built for 
Sunset Housing Cooperative. 
and we like the houses you 
helped them built. 

10.  Once you have got approval from the municipality for your house plans you can 
start building.  It is important that everyone works together and shares the work. 
 

That’s good Dlamini 
I am just checking 
the time sheets and 
see that you are a 
little behind on the 
hours you have to 
work this month. 

Hello Nokwanda, I had a big 
party last weekend, but I 
plan to come and work on 
Sunday to catch up. 
 

12.  Once you move into your house you have to look after it. It is up to you to fix any leaking roofs 
or broken pipes in your house.  If the pipe breaks in the common space, the Housing Cooperative 
must fix it. 

I hope this works –  the 
Eco-Home programme told 
me that the white roof 
should reflect the sun and 
keep my house cooler. 
 

11.  When everyone has checked the houses and you have signed a completion certificate 
you can finally move into your house. 

Here is the 
key to your 
house 
Nokwanda. 

Thanks Temba, I 
have been dreaming 
about this moment 
for years but I know 
that there is till lots 
to do. 
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Vuyo, can you please 
explain to me again 
what is a square 
metre.  

5. In the cooperative housing process you will learn a lot about housing and 
working together.  To make decisions you must know what you are taking. 

Nokwanda we 
must leave space 
for a school over 
here. 

This land can be 
used for the next 
phase of houses. 
 

6.  You need to work closely with the municipality to find land for your houses and plan 
for your community. 

7.  The Housing Management Cooperative will have to submit a motivation to 
government asking them for housing subsidies to help the Housing Management 
Cooperative members build their houses. 

So each Housing 
Cooperative will own 
the land together as 
a group.  We will 
build houses 

This cooperative 
housing idea is 
good.  I think it will 
work in the rural 
areas. 

Look I see that your 
friend … has also 
been allocated to our 
Makukhanye Housing 
Cooperative. 

8.  Once the government has approved the funding, (this can take a long time), 
and you have land you can allocate people to Housing Cooperative’s and they 
can start planning their houses.  Housing Cooperative’s are legally registered 
organisations that are separate from the Housing Management Cooperative.  
Each Housing Cooperative has between 15 and 30 people and they jointly own 
the land. 

We have decided 
that we will help 
each other build all 
the houses and 
then have a raffle 
to allocate people 
to a house. 
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Hello Patricia, I hear 
you have moved into 
a new housing 
cooperative 
 

Yes, Nokwanda, I’m so 
excited, but it is not 
easy to get a house, we 
had to work very hard.  
You should also join.  

1. Housing cooperatives are different to most houses in that you own the houses 
together and not individually.  This does not suite everyone so make sure that 
you know what cooperative housing is all about before you join. 
  

2.  To join a Housing Cooperative you have to pay a membership fee and buy 
a share in the local Housing Management Cooperative. 

I want to join 
the H.C.  I hear 
you help people 
get houses. 

Yes, that’s right, here is some 
information, after you have 
read it you must pay your 
membership fee and sign up. 

3.  When you join the Housing Management Cooperative you also join the local 
Savings and Credit Cooperation (SACCO).  You will have to save every month to 
get allocated points and to save money for your future house. 

Thanks for your savings 
Nokwanda.  You are one of the 
better savers.  If we get land you 
will be in the top for saving so 
you will have a good chance to 
be allocated. 

4.  Housing Cooperatives work in a democratic way.  The members vote from 
amongst themselves for who they want to be the directors of the cooperative.  

I am going to vote for 
Nokwanda, she knows 
what type of houses 
we want. 
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